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 The Stata Journal is a publication by the Stata Group designed to share new and exciting ideas in Stata programming, theory, and application, and to facilitate collaboration among the Stata community. To see this page optimally, your web browser must be set to display HTML. If you are viewing this message, you can't use Stata to edit files in your profile directory. You can still edit files in your
profile directory using a plain text editor (such as Notepad). To learn how to use Stata to edit files in your profile directory, see the FAQ entry, or contact your system administrator. Stata makes it easy to represent data as trees. Stata leaves open a number of questions about tree analysis: Which nodes should we use as the response variable in a model? What should we use as the measure of fit of the

model? Which nodes should we use in a decomposition of variance? In the last article, I showed you how to use the `:=` statement to define a new tree node as the response variable in a model. Today I will show you how to define new tree nodes based on different criteria. You have probably noticed that every one of the six response variables that we used in the last article has a node variable that is a
symbol with a name (called `node_symbol`). If we wanted to define a new node for gender as a measure of fit, what kind of node would we use? How about age? Would it be age or would it be person? A node could also be a second level node. We can use the `:=` statement to define a new node as a measure of fit. There are two options here, a single double quote and a double colon. The double colon

is used to set the value of the new variable and the single double quote defines a new node. So far, we have only examined the `:=` statement and left it to you to decide whether to use the single double quote or double colon 82157476af
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